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well   he   could   make   a   coat  even   of   so   absurd a colour.'".*
The conversation which followed occupies some pages of Boswell's record. But Goldsmith's part in it, or, at all events, that part which Boswell thought worthy of preservation, seems to 'have been confined to a curt-comment on Lord Karaes's "Elements of Criticism," and the not very original remark that Pope's "Atticus" showed a deep knowledge of the human heart. Johnson, on the other hand, distinguished himself more than usual, especially by his well-known and paradoxical preference of a passage in Congreve's "Mourning Bride " to anything he could recollect in Shakespeare. Not long-after this memorable entertainment, simultaneous honours fell upon the two friends. The Public Advertiser announced that Johnson had been appointed Professor of Ancient Literature, and Goldsmith Professor of Ancient History, to the Royal Academy. This was in December; but the formal election only took place on the succeeding 9th of January. Reynolds, who had been made president some time before, was the motive power in these distinctions, which, unhappily, were purely honorary. "The King," wrote Goldsmith in January to his brother Maurice, " has lately been pleased to make me professor of Ancient History in a Royal Academy of Painting, which he has
T tos\veU's memory errs here. The tailor's Christian name was William. Dr. Birkbeck Hill is somewhat exercised to find that Filby's accounts for this date only chronicle "bloom-coloured breeches." But Goldsmith was plainly referring to the historical suit of " Tyrian bloom, satin grain," which had been sent home just before the production of "The Good Natur'd Man."